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mediaeval institutions, or thinks   of  the homes,
surroundings and circumstances of its interesting
people, a kindly feeling towards the Abyssinian
people and the Abyssinian country dominates the
sad picture of its servile conditions.   Slavery is so
interwoven in the warp and woof of Abyssinian
life, that the conviction grows that Abyssinia will
only be able to free herself from the shackles of
this institution by the aid of the generous co-opera*
tion of nations who seek not their own advantage,
but aim at building up the State of Ethiopia rather
than pursuing the policy of dividing the country
into spheres of " national influence " which would
be certain to lead to international complications.
In his excellent bookx on Abyssinia, Mr, C4, F,
Rey devotes a chapter to the history of the nation,
based, as he says, largely upon material provided
by Mr. Philip Zaphiro, C.M.G., Oriental Secre-
tary to the British Legation in Abyssinia. From
this historical chapter I have ventured to make a
summary of Abyssinian history. It covers a period
of over 6000 years, and includes the names of 312
sovereigns. The story of Abyssinia falls into
five parts.
First, there is the purely legendary portion cover-
ing some 3500 years, up to the advent of the Queen
of Sheba, and the ascent to the throne of her son
Menelik i., whose father, it is claimed, was King
Solomon.
1 In the Country of the Blue Nile, chap, xxvi.